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Unit 3B: IRREGULARITIES

This unit is dedicated to the study of a number of issues in &» .- that weren’t already covered in Unit 2.

3A OBJECTIVES:

1. A systematic breakdown of irregularities in conjugation depending on where the vowel occurs.

WHAT IS AN IRREGULARITY IN CONJUGATION?

Whenever an )\, s, or & is involved in the root letters, the conjugation is considered irregular. Another

scenario for irregular conjugations occurs when two of the root letters are the same. Irregularities are
categorized based on the position of the irregular letter. The following basic breakdown will give you an
overview of the different irregularity scenarios:

a. 321 When the ¢ letter is a vowel.
b. aélas: When the T and J letters are the same.
c.  Jlw: When the (s letter is a vowel

d. 8L : When the Jletteris a vowel

There are in fact two other scenarios that are discussed by grammarians. They will be the subject of a
supplemental study which in my opinion should not be given too much emphasis because of the
instances being relatively less common.

}25 is clearly three syllables. &\5is actually based on the letters < s but instead of the past tense

being pronounces & 33, it is pronounced s, Three letters in Arabic are considered vowels: |, s and S

If any of these three are part of the base letter, there are complications in the conjugation. To make this
complex system simple to understand, bear in mind two main concepts:

a. Thel, sand s are interchangeable depending on what will sound the smoothest. Just because
you see an | in the past tense, it is no guarantee that there is an | in the original root letters. It

may be substituting fora yora .



b. The\is associated with a 4>, the s is associated with a 4> and the (s is associated with the

oj...f We will understand what this means in practical terms when we conjugate irregular

cases.

VOWEL IN THE MIDDLE; (s 351 :

The examples of u,’;/\ are found in vocab2.pdf on page 2 under the sub heading (22) beginning with J\s

ACTIVE PAST @‘u\ PAST PASSIVE Jw@pu\
\ s Y| Js| pls| SNs| s
| W] | | W B

The gray cells represent conjugations that actually don’t make sense for J\s but might make sense for
other dﬁj conjugations. The passive doesn’t make sense in certain numbers and persons even if it

- 28
does in one of them. For instance, the first word J.’.g means it was said the &35 in the passive means /

was said which, of course, doesn’t make any sense.

24 2. 2 24
The ‘U’in ;13 came from the s in the root. In other words, the reason we don’t say ;A8 or ;,\3 but say 7,18

instead because the root letters are &, 9, J and the s is associated with the L5 . (see comment ‘b’

above).

z . . . ,) .
Once you figure out how to conjugate the uja (those women) version which is 7,13, the rest retains the

A A

jféand addsaé,\.ﬁ,?,g,‘-",gband\;‘attheends.
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The passive present is ‘u’ followed by ‘a’. j,is has a long ‘00’ so it’s only fair that it be replaced in

passive form with a long ‘aa’. The feminine plural would have been :)3\.05 but that isn’t allowed because a
A

long sound and gﬁi can’t coexist in the middle of an Arabic word. Therefore, the \ is sacrificed leaving

24 ? -
behind £,\%3 in active and {,\& in passive.

SUBJECTIVE NOUN ‘_).;\.AS\P_.»Y\ OBJECTIE NOUN J)M\VAY\

G 4
Instead of the middle letter s being used in j,)s , it is always replaced with a 5 ;e asin Jols. The in
fj)j& is there because the middle root letter is a ». Had it been a g, the J,..a.av..-\ would have been with

ag. /t\.; for example yields the J.a\.ér...u\ , é\._; and the J)..'e.af,..»\ , éﬁ:j‘ . The gray indicates the usage



that doesn’t make any sense under any circumstance. The rest might exist as they are all possibly used
for non-humans.
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THE SAME LETTER IN THE T AND  POSITIONS; azl s :

The examples of a&lzs are found in vocab2.pdf on page 2 under the sub heading (20) beginning with

g
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,Y w o, < ’O‘ 2 w oA 74
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The original was meant to be 352 but was fused in most cased to form J&. When we reach f-ﬁa, the

A " A
oﬂi is necessary before the addition of . It would be impossible to have 3. and oﬁ.’u on the same

letter, so at that point in the conjugation and from then on, the two letters were separated. Keep in
mind that an irregular conjugation of three letters still belongs to one of the six families indentified in

<. Lz . I L2 P
3A. The word A& happens to be from the .25 family, which is why the present tense is Ja3, not Xa5 or

2 g B 3
3. On the other hand, the word Jw2 is from the & 5 family, which is why the present tense is J..gS,

A A
not J.as or J.::S
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The only instance in the above conjugations that shows the irregularity come to life is the feminine
plurals.
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THE Cs LETTER IS A VOWEL: ‘_\\:;.3

The examples of J\.,.f are found in vocab2.pdf on page 2 under the sub heading (21) beginning with 333
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In the present tense active, the vowel o will be omitted. Not so in the passive.

ACTIVE PRESENT ¢ Sladl

PRESENT PASSIVE J,Mt)\.,ais\

s 22 . \ - AR, \ 7 2A Ao,
O 92 O\ A2 |09 | Qe g AL 92
s z 4 z %2 24 /aft }/9f3
O o\-&u el B Q\.).c—_,.: AL o
/").{ z ).{ /")/9? /1£ }/9£
REESX 9\.,\§a AsS | 9 o3 9\.)4‘—_,.: AL o
<1 % \ 4 s X 2% 2 ot \ 2 0 a2 oo
OXsS | QeS| (pAeS | Ode g Qe | (Ao

F 2 7 A2 s %

A Al BV AL ol

The only instance in the above conjugations that shows the irregularity come to life is the feminine

plurals.
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WHEN THE J LETTER IS A VOWEL ;ua.'f\‘a :

The examples of a3l are found in vocab2.pdf on page 3 under the sub heading (23) beginning with NS

ACTIVE PAST Ll PAST PASSIVE ) sl oolall

The real J letter is , but instead of reading 3343 , the Arabs read b (refer to point a). The & comes

back in the pair but becomes a fixture from :_,ja and onwards (:-_,,3:\3 ).



The only instance in the above conjugations that shows the irregularity come to life is the feminine

plurals.
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