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Unit 2D: An Introduction to Irregularities in the \.A)L.Z!(’;J/.Lgﬁl.’u\ family

The Arabic system of conjugation assumes that the letters o, \and (§ are trouble makers. They cause changes in

conjugation (pages 33 and 39) that can seem rather complex. We will try our best to simplify these changes and
appreciate shortcuts by which you will be able to adapt to them quickly on your own.
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The word (;.\.fu\ is just like the word ;ﬁ;\ which is like the word ‘M\ . We already know that all of these are the

same pattern. The three letter root for ‘;J..ﬂ was _w then J then ¢ The root for ﬁg\ was ( then then oand
/’: 13

the root for \N\ was J then o then ¢ The\ was never counted as part of the root. Rather we will say that it is part

of the family of (;.\.fu;\ that is always there. The part of the family that stays the same across different words can’t

be counted as part of the root.

Just like the three letter roots we looked at above, we sometimes have to deal with roots that include problem

letters. Lets say you have the letters & then (S then ¢ The middle letter in this root is (§ which the Arabs

consider a trouble maker (Remember how this document began?) If | want this particular root to be placed in the
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‘.;L’u\ family, I would first guess that the word will turn out to be /(’é\ . This word doesn’t sound nice. Do you

remember what we did in the session to address that issue? We replaced one trouble making letter with another

that would perhaps make the word smoother. In the (;j..’j family, the middle letter that makes the word smoother
is | so instead of /(’Cj we actually say (’-\j . Now even if you hadn’t learned this long explanation, at the very least
what you need to know is that sometimes words sound like (’-\j and they are still considered part of the (;:\..’j
family. To be a qualified member of the (;j..’j family, your past tense must be made up of four letters the first of
which must be /i Since ?\3% meets that standard, it is considered part of the family. j\.j , Ca\.,j , S\j and C)\j

would all be treated the same way. You learned 9 words based on (;.\.fu;\ . Those were:

It would probably be best if you became accustomed to at least on irregular member of this family, lets say (-\.ﬂ .



Here’s how the 9 words based on ?\.9‘ would look:
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Another example would be
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PRACTICE WORDS:
Here is a list of words that you should practice constructing 9 words with using the above two as a standard for
comparison:
Meaning masdar Preset Past
to make someone 2315\ . 215
taste e SRR R
to intend . .
'DJ\_)! .X.\J.} b\_)\
To afflict - .
To obe - .
To establish “ .
aals) ek ¢!
To give death 4 .
& i\l Cra sl
To point at .
P 3_)\..53! AR )\J\
To turn back to 3 H
o Lo Slol
To benefit another g, . s 3
é:\s! Ju.gf: 36|
To till g .. - %
s /\.:l g M/) _3\.:\
COMPLETE CONJUGATIONS:
The past tense chart for ?\5‘\ would look like:
24 ..1 ..1 - ..1
AR VI R
Hasl labl Eabs
Fd /1 £ /z 7 9,{1
(’“,\ LA EL6
PR LA L
4757 \LAZE . 51
e .5
L5 2 75




The present tense conjugation for’:'/'i would look like:

The six command conjugations would look like:

The six forbidding conjugations would look like:

The past passive conjugation would look like:

The present passive conjugation would look like:



ANOTHER IRREGULARITY:
The session also covered the irregularity whereby two of the three root letters are the same. To be consistent with

(;l.’u‘\ we do not say 5321 but rather we fuse the two 3's together and say &1 instead. Other words like 321 are

J.Ef\ instead of j;.’c\ , “8\instead of 781 and Ca-linstead of Laa-\. The nine words based on this irregularity
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would be as follows:
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Here is another example:

P 2
§ss 8.5, 232 455 2

X AN 5 437 51
A\ 5 Sl 5 BN 31 4E S 281 55

PRACTICE WORDS:
To complete 2 2 P
P AN 1
To love .
To make something legal, to permit .o
something JN"E J"” J"'\
To talk secretly, to conceal something Lok
BP T !
To mislead someone .o
s Jo 2!
THE COMPLETE CONJUGATION FOR :U/‘:\
In the past tense:
2 % v % s %
| 53! el vy
53521 AL SAE
A, ,é A, ,é i ,é
?—a).o\\..ﬁa.).o\ Odae
<257 »% A, »% »” »%
uSa.Lo\\..Sa.Lo\ g/.u.).o\
»” 2 2 - »%
32N Odae
The Present tense:
A
S‘BA’Q 9\ /} /}
2 2 w A 3 A
03-}":% o\ K K
£ %2 ‘2 ¢ 2
5335 o) -
P w A P
C);/ “ o\ “ C)ﬁ-}j—’
A 2 f: A
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The Command:

The Forbidding:

The Past Passive:
The Present Passive:

B (O ﬁw 3

v o8
v 3
B VL)
v 3

-
v 3
B VL)

-
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